Tillandisia recurvata does not appear to be an established member of the Animas flora. It is more probable that it is an infrequent colonist of this area situated to the north of localities where established breeding populations presently occur. The seeds of T. recurvata bear a plumose basal appendage making them highly dispersable. In addition, only one individual was located during the 38 field days on the mountain. Moreover this individual, of which only a fragment was collected for the voucher, could not be relocated after its initial discovery and perhaps no longer exists.
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